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Driving the Aqueduct Tunnel a Fifth of a Mile Below the Hudson
TTw recent npctitng of a seitn in thn

, lock rind thn consoquimt flooding of Ihe
Catskill aqueduct tunnel undor the Hud-o- n

Rlvn-'V- .l Cornwall wa doubtless t ho
first Intimation many persons h;ul that
actual work on tti under liver horn Itml
been begun, although official utuiuoutico-- 1

inent of tho Htti rtlti nf tlio work was
made several months ago, the
first reports of the accident people might
hare boon led to bollovo that tho wotk
had received ho serious a setback that
It micht have to he abandoned. '

Tho striking of ,1 vein of water, for!
it Is thought hardly likely that tin- - Mood-- 1

log of thn tunnel ram from a break
reaching up to thn river bottom, was
not entirely unloosed for, although
according to one of the employees it
wan not expected that water would be
encountered do noon and no pumps had
been Installed, which accounts for the
rapid filling of tho excavation. The
engineers now have tho Inflow under
control and expect befote long to resume
work,

The work of driving forward this deep
down channel b"'ieatli tho river has
already reached a stage where (ho camps
of engineers who are pushing out sec- -

u ii iwiiM m, ig"Hit

Hons of tho tunnel from the opposite
banka of the river aie making friendly
wagers as to which party will roach th"
middle or the Hudson first One man,

peaking for the Breakneck camp, ex-

pressed the belief tho other day that the
Breakneck section would meet tho Storm
King end of the aqueduct at least lou feet
west of tho centre line.

"Providod," ho added, " do not
strike water

It was the Bieakneck end of tho tunnel
that was flooded The point of interest
in his remark is jn the info e ice it car-
ried that tho striking of water was by
no, means an unlouked for occurrence
or necessarily a serious one

The discussion ,ns to where the two
ends of the tunnel will me..; does not
by any means cairy a prophecy of mi
early completion of the work Aside
from possible delays due to unusual
conditions attendant upon carrying on
construction more thin a fifth of a mile
beneath tide lovo!, the fact that it is
sarjr to hoist all tno excavated material
out of only two exits will of itMlf delay
its completion beyond th tim when
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is the belief of another soientist
tho condition of is not neces-

sarily due to putely local causes, but
may have a moro general application,
with some connection, with
the shrinkage of tho earth's crust. He
cites the caso of deep rock excavations
in Germany and elsewhere where some-
what similar conditions have been en-

countered.
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